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For more detailed information, please check out the calendar on the school website at 

Are you interested in more 
information on Dare to Care?  
Please contact Mr. Rurka at 
Adam.Rurka@spschools.org 
if you would like access to 
the parent modules.



Over the course of the past two weeks, students at Ecole Leo Nickerson Elementary engaged in a 
virtual "artist-in-residence" program led by Maureen Rooney and Paul Punyi from Rooney & Punyi 
Theatrical Productions. In this exciting performing arts residency, all students from kindergarten 
to grade six, developed the artistic processes and skills necessary to create live (and silent) 
theatre performances. Over the past two weeks, we observed students enhance creativity and 
imagination skills. Through this project, students were able to meet many curricular outcomes, 
enhance their ability to work in cooperative groups, and develop their communication skills 
while improving their physical coordination, strength, and balance. This child-centered learning 
experience allowed students of all backgrounds to meaningfully engage in their own artistic way. 

One particularly fun performance took place after a number of monsters that were on the loose 
in St. Albert made their way to Leo Nickerson. In all classes, the monsters wreaked havoc and 
caused a great deal of chaos and disruption. Students were tasked with creating a frozen tableau 
to showcase the unfolding events. Some students were able to tame the wild beasts while in other 
classes the monsters had assumed complete control of what is normally a well-structured learning 
environment. This is just one example of the rich lessons that took place. 

Enhancing our student's engagement in the arts continues to be one of our school's objectives. 
It is our belief that children possess a broad range of learning styles as well as their own unique 
identity and capacity for self-expression. In many ways, the arts serve as the perfect avenue to 
foster growth in a manner that is specific to each child. While this year's project was a success, 
next year we are hoping to offer a more in-depth (and hopefully in-person) theatrical program for 
our students.

Click here to see 
Rooney & Punyi 

in action!
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